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macare and the elimination of
the Department of Education,
saying they were ineffective
and too costly. Johnson spoke
to reporters afterward, addressing a range of issues.

icans were racist and that if
elected president, he would
work to reduce racial disparities in police shootings and the
criminal justice system that
affect African Americans.

Official takes plea, will help
in Flint water investigation
By Elisha Anderson
Detroit Free Press

is off the charts. And it’s
wrong, it’s just wrong. It’s creating a hatred that doesn’t exist. It’s creating an impression
that doesn’t exist, talking
about them being murderers
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Prison, payback follow
Detroit school scheme
By Ann Zaniewski

FLINT — A former director

with the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services pleaded no contest
Wednesday to a misdemeanor
in the Flint water crisis.
As part of the plea deal
reached with Corinne Miller,
the former director of the Bureau of Disease Control, Prevention and Epidemiology, two
felonies were dismissed, including misconduct in office.
She pleaded no contest to willful neglect of duty. As part of
the agreement, Miller, who retired from the department in
2016, must cooperate with the
Michigan Attorney General
Office’s investigation into the
water crisis and provide truthful testimony.
“I wouldn’t have put this
deal together unless we knew
what she could do,” said Todd
Flood, the lawyer spearheading the prosecutions. He declined to elaborate.
The agreement includes
references to “Suspect 1” and
“Suspect 2,” and says Miller
was asked in January 2015 to
provide a report about an outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease
in the Flint area that started after the city changed its water
supply from Lake Huron to the
Flint River. She gave both people information about it, court
documents say, but officials
haven’t revealed identities.
Miller is the second defendant to reach a plea deal
among the nine charged in connection with Attorney General
Bill Schuette’s investigation.
Miller’s attorney, Kristen
Guinn, told 67th District Judge
Jennifer Manley on Wednesday that the reason for the nocontest plea, which is treated
the same as a guilty plea for
the purposes of sentencing and
conviction, is “there could be
potential civil actions that
could come from this.”
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Corinne Miller, right, in court with
her lawyer, pleaded no contest to
willful neglect of duty.

Flood told the court that as
of January 2015, Miller was
aware that 42 cases of Legionnaires’ disease had occurred in
Genesee County during spring
and summer 2014. He said she
knew that number exceeded
total cases for the prior four
years combined and that Miller agrees it was an epidemic.
Flood said Miller knew people died after being diagnosed,
and said she and other employees knew that unless the state
provided proper notice, “it
could be reasonably foreseeable that other innocent victims could be infected.”
“Defendant willfully neglected to report the epidemic
to health care providers or to
the general public,” Flood said.
There were 12 deaths linked
to Legionnaires’ disease during a 17-month period in 2014
and 2015 and 91 confirmed
cases in Genesee County, state
health officials said. In previous years, six to 13 cases were
typically confirmed annually
in the county.
The public wasn’t notified
about the outbreak until January 2016. The source has not
been definitively determined.
Jennifer Eisner, a spokeswoman for the state health department, declined to comment on the developments.

A former Detroit principal
apologized to a higher power
Wednesday morning before
being sentenced to two years
in prison for taking $194,000 in
kickbacks from a vendor,
money she spent on furniture,
airline tickets, cruises, casino
trips and to pay people who
worked for her tutoring company.
“I would like to apologize to
God, that’s first, for letting my
guard down. I know God has
always been on my side, and I
know right from wrong,” Clara Smith said in U.S. District
Court in Detroit.
Smith earlier pleaded
guilty to federal program
bribery for her role in a $2.7million kickback scheme that
resulted in charges against
former Detroit Public Schools
vendor Norman Shy and 13
district officials.
Smith’s attorney, Patrick
Cleary, said Smith spent part
of the ill-gotten gains on gift
cards for needy families and
to take students on trips. He
asked U.S. Judge Victoria
Roberts for a sentence that
didn’t include prison.
Roberts said the former
principal at Thirkell Elementary-Middle School spent
much of the money on herself.
She was involved with the
scheme for four years, she
said.
“It was longstanding, and
not excusable,” Roberts said.
She said a sentence without
prison would send the wrong
message to parents and students. Along with the prison
time, she ordered Smith to pay
$194,000 in restitution and be
under supervised release for a
year.
Smith, after cooperating
with prosecutors, had faced a
sentence of 37 to 46 months.
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