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Speaking in Detroit
Wednesday, Libertarian presi-
dential candidate Gary John-
son said the city should em-
brace lower taxes and free
markets as he condemned rac-
ism and praised immigrants. 

“Detroit has the biggest op-
portunity in the country if they
were to embrace genuine ...
free-market,” Johnson said at
the Westin Book Cadillac Ho-
tel. “Create a tax-free econom-
ic zone.”

In his remarks at a lun-
cheon hosted by the Detroit
Economic Club, Johnson laid
out his political and economic
ideas, calling for lower taxes,
less government regulations,
no foreign intervention in
wars and fighting racism. He
also called for a repeal of Oba-
macare and the elimination of
the Department of Education,
saying they were ineffective
and too costly. Johnson spoke
to reporters afterward, ad-
dressing a range of issues.

The two-term former gov-
ernor of New Mexico — which
has the highest percentage of
Latinos in the U.S. at 47% —
passionately denounced bigot-
ry against Latinos and African
Americans. He said Donald
Trump’s remarks against Mex-
icans were racist and that if
elected president, he would
work to reduce racial dispari-
ties in police shootings and the
criminal justice system that
affect African Americans.

“We do have discrimination
that exists in this country,”
Johnson said. “We’ve had our
heads in the sand on this is-
sue.”

“Absolutely incendiary,” he
said of Trump’s remarks on La-
tino immigrants. “It is racist, it
is off the charts. And it’s
wrong, it’s just wrong. It’s cre-
ating a hatred that doesn’t ex-
ist. It’s creating an impression
that doesn’t exist, talking
about them being murderers

and rapists, when in fact statis-
tically (they are) more law-
abiding than U.S. citizens.”

Trump has sought to soften
his tone in recent weeks to-
wards Latinos, saying he re-
spects the contributions of
Mexican Americans.

Talking about police abuse
of African Americans, John-
son mentioned the case cap-
tured on video in Texas of a po-
lice officer who body-
slammed an African-Ameri-
can woman. Johnson said, “I
wouldn’t have got body
slammed” in that situation be-
cause he’s white. 

“All lives matter, but black
lives matter,” he said. “Blacks
are getting shot at (by police)
the rate six times as whites”
and face other disparities, he
said.

Johnson criticized U.S. in-
tervention in the Middle East,
saying that it was aligning with
Islamists in Syria and caused
the rise of ISIS by removing
Saddam Hussein in Iraq. 

“We supported the Free
Syrian Army against the As-
sad administration, but they’re
allied with the Islamists,”
Johnson said. “We arm the
Free Syrian Army ... arms end

up in the Islamist hands.”
Mentioning the various tan-

gled alliances and enemies in
the Middle East, Johnson said
it’s best for the U.S. to with-
draw. He said “after 9/11, I sup-
ported going into Afghanistan.
We were attacked, we attacked
back.”

But the U.S. should have
left after six months when it
defeated al-Qaida, he said. 

“We should get out of Af-
ghanistan tomorrow,” he said.
“For all of the horrible conse-
quences that will exist tomor-
row when getting out of Af-
ghanistan ... those same cir-
cumstances” will be there in 20
years or later “if that’s when
we finally decide to get out.”

Johnson also spoke in favor
of immigrants, both legal and
undocumented, saying they
are the “cream of the crop” of
workers. 

“We should embrace immi-
gration in this country,” John-
son said. “We’re a country of
immigrants.”

Johnson said he reduced
taxes 14 times as governor of
New Mexico and often vetoed
legislation.

“Not one penny of taxes
went up,” he said. 

Johnson said he would have
opposed the Detroit auto bail-
out as well as the Wall Street
bailout, saying that bankrupt-
cy should have been the way to
solve the problem. 

He said it’s the private sec-
tor that creates jobs, not the
government, criticizing mar-
ket intervention by the state.

“Crony capitalism is alive
and well,” he said. “Pay-to-play
exists. Government picks win-
ners and losers.”

Johnson said he had mixed
views on unions. 

“I found members of unions
to be the best ... workers,” but
also “the worst workers I ever
had (were) from a union.”

With unions, “you have to
pay everybody the same.
That’s my issue with unions. I
don’t think everybody’s the
same.” 

In New Mexico, Democrats
outnumber Republicans 2-1,
but he got re-elected because
“people really appreciate good
stewardship of tax dollars,” he
said. 

“I think we have a chance to
win,” he said to reporters. “A
wasted vote is a vote for some-
thing you don’t believe in.”

Johnson says Detroit has biggest opportunity in U.S.
Libertarian speaks to
Economic Club
By Niraj Warikoo
Detroit Free Press
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Libertarian presidential candidate Gary Johnson, left, with moderator
Abdul-Hakim Shabazz, speaks Wednesday at the Westin Book Cadillac. 

WASHINGTON — Speaking
before what could be a key
vote to secure $100 million in
aid to repair Flint’s lead water
pipes, Democrats blasted Re-
publican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump’s visit to
the city Wednesday as political
theater. 

Noting that Trump had
barely made mention of Flint
and the public health crisis
caused there by lead leaching
from old water pipes during a
long primary season that in-
cluded campaigning in Michi-
gan, U.S. Sens. Debbie Stabe-
now and Gary Peters, as well
as U.S. Rep. Dan Kildee, D-
Flint Township, said Trump’s

visit seemed more about get-
ting free media attention than
offering solutions.

“If he wants to talk about
Flint, pick up the phone and
call (House Speaker) Paul
Ryan and tell him to do some-
thing about Flint,” said Kildee,
who with help from others in
the state’s delegation to Con-
gress has been agitating for
funding to help Flint repair
and replace old water pipes.

It’s been more than a year
since word began to spread of
high lead levels in Flint resi-
dents’ tap water, caused by the
state Department of Environ-
mental Quality not requiring
corrosion control treatments
to be added when the city
switched water supplies to the
Flint River. The corrosive wa-

ter resulted in lead leaching
from miles of old pipes, send-
ing local lead levels — includ-
ing those found in the blood
levels of children — skyrock-
eting. 

Water quality in Flint has
been improving since corro-
sion control was added and the
city switched back to using
Lake Huron water supplied by
Detroit, but lead levels are still
high enough that residents are
drinking filtered or bottled
water. Kildee and others, in-
cluding Flint Mayor Karen
Weaver, believe the only way
to restore confidence in the
water system is to replace all
the old lead pipes throughout
the city. 

Stabenow and Peters have
doggedly fought for funding to

do so in the Senate and ap-
peared Wednesday to be on the
cusp of a vote that would in-
clude $100 million for Flint’s
infrastructure, allow old loans
to be forgiven, create health
registries and more in a na-
tionwide water resources bill.
That legislation, even if it does
pass the Senate, however, still
needs to clear the U.S. House,
where efforts to arrange fund-
ing for Flint are less certain.

Weaver, who discouraged
Trump’s visit, spoke Wednes-
day at a news conference in
Washington on the pending
Senate vote, saying the fund-
ing is desperately needed. A
supporter of Democratic
nominee Hillary Clinton —
who has visited Flint previous-
ly and helped arrange a Demo-

cratic debate there in March —
Weaver said of Trump’s visit,
“I don’t think much of it.”

“I’m here doing some work”
on the problem, Weaver said.

Stabenow, who in talking
about the Senate plan praised
the help offered by Republican
leaders who helped secure the
Flint package, called the visit
from the Republican nominee
“a photo op,” noting how little
conversation Flint’s problems
warranted among the GOP
candidates — Trump included
— throughout the long pri-
mary season. 

The people of Flint “don’t
need politics, they need solu-
tions,” said Stabenow.

The Democrats who gath-
ered outside the U.S. Capitol to
talk about the Senate bill ac-

knowledged that it still must
find passage in the House —
which could be a tall order giv-
en that there are few legisla-
tive days left in the year. But
whether it gets attached to the
water bill, a funding measure,
or some other legislative vehi-
cle, it doesn’t matter, said Pe-
ters, “as long as we do it as fast
as we can.”

Both sides are apparently
engaged in negotiations to de-
termine how best to finally
pass a Flint funding measure
— but Wednesday’s vote by the
Senate will put pressure on the
House to try to move it some-
how by year’s end. 

Contact Todd Spangler: 703-854-8947
or at tspangler@freepress.com. 

Democrats decry Trump’s visit to Flint as a ‘photo op’
By Todd Spangler
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FLINT — A former director
with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services pleaded no contest
Wednesday to a misdemeanor
in the Flint water crisis.

As part of the plea deal
reached with Corinne Miller,
the former director of the Bu-
reau of Disease Control, Pre-
vention and Epidemiology, two
felonies were dismissed, in-
cluding misconduct in office.
She pleaded no contest to will-
ful neglect of duty. As part of
the agreement, Miller, who re-
tired from the department in
2016, must cooperate with the
Michigan Attorney General
Office’s investigation into the
water crisis and provide truth-
ful testimony.

“I wouldn’t have put this
deal together unless we knew
what she could do,” said Todd
Flood, the lawyer spearhead-
ing the prosecutions. He de-
clined to elaborate.

The agreement includes
references to “Suspect 1” and
“Suspect 2,” and says Miller
was asked in January 2015 to
provide a report about an out-
break of Legionnaires’ disease
in the Flint area that started af-
ter the city changed its water
supply from Lake Huron to the
Flint River. She gave both peo-
ple information about it, court
documents say, but officials
haven’t revealed identities. 

Miller is the second defen-
dant to reach a plea deal
among the nine charged in con-
nection with Attorney General
Bill Schuette’s investigation. 

Miller’s attorney, Kristen
Guinn, told 67th District Judge
Jennifer Manley on Wednes-
day that the reason for the no-
contest plea, which is treated
the same as a guilty plea for
the purposes of sentencing and
conviction, is “there could be
potential civil actions that
could come from this.”

Flood told the court that as
of January 2015, Miller was
aware that 42 cases of Legion-
naires’ disease had occurred in
Genesee County during spring
and summer 2014. He said she
knew that number exceeded
total cases for the prior four
years combined and that Mil-
ler agrees it was an epidemic.

Flood said Miller knew peo-
ple died after being diagnosed,
and said she and other employ-
ees knew that unless the state
provided proper notice, “it
could be reasonably foresee-
able that other innocent vic-
tims could be infected.” 

“Defendant willfully ne-
glected to report the epidemic
to health care providers or to
the general public,” Flood said.

There were 12 deaths linked
to Legionnaires’ disease dur-
ing a 17-month period in 2014
and 2015 and 91 confirmed
cases in Genesee County, state
health officials said. In previ-
ous years, six to 13 cases were
typically confirmed annually
in the county.

The public wasn’t notified
about the outbreak until Janu-
ary 2016. The source has not
been definitively determined.

Jennifer Eisner, a spokes-
woman for the state health de-
partment, declined to com-
ment on the developments. 
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Corinne Miller, right, in court with
her lawyer, pleaded no contest to
willful neglect of duty. 

Official takes plea, will help
in Flint water investigation 
By Elisha Anderson
Detroit Free Press

A former Detroit principal
apologized to a higher power
Wednesday morning before
being sentenced to two years
in prison for taking $194,000 in
kickbacks from a vendor,
money she spent on furniture,
airline tickets, cruises, casino
trips and to pay people who
worked for her tutoring com-
pany. 

“I would like to apologize to
God, that’s first, for letting my
guard down. I know God has
always been on my side, and I
know right from wrong,” Cla-
ra Smith said in U.S. District
Court in Detroit. 

Smith earlier pleaded
guilty to federal program
bribery for her role in a $2.7-
million kickback scheme that
resulted in charges against
former Detroit Public Schools
vendor Norman Shy and 13
district officials. 

Smith’s attorney, Patrick
Cleary, said Smith spent part
of the ill-gotten gains on gift
cards for needy families and
to take students on trips. He
asked U.S. Judge Victoria
Roberts for a sentence that
didn’t include prison. 

Roberts said the former
principal at Thirkell Elemen-
tary-Middle School spent
much of the money on herself.
She was involved with the
scheme for four years, she
said. 

“It was longstanding, and
not excusable,” Roberts said. 

She said a sentence without
prison would send the wrong
message to parents and stu-
dents. Along with the prison
time, she ordered Smith to pay
$194,000 in restitution and be
under supervised release for a
year. 

Smith, after cooperating
with prosecutors, had faced a
sentence of 37 to 46 months. 

Next up was former Thur-
good Marshall Elementary
principal Willye Pearsall, who
received 15 months behind
bars and wiped away tears as
the judge spoke.

Prosecutors said Pearsall
admitted to accepting $50,000
in kickbacks from Shy. Her at-
torney, Todd Russell Perkins,
made an unsuccessful request
for the restitution to be lower
— $11,664 — to reflect what he
said was the total dollar
amount of checks exchanged
between Pearsall and Shy. 

Roberts said the money Shy
gave Pearsall went into ac-
counts for companies she con-
trolled. It was then trans-
ferred into Pearsall’s personal
bank accounts or withdrawn
in cash for her personal use. 

Perkins asked for house ar-
rest for the grandmother of 16
who retired in 2011. But as in
the Smith case, the judge said
such a sentence would send
the wrong message. 

“It is not the case that the
money went to benefit chil-
dren,” Roberts said. “Maybe
some of it did. But most did
not.”

When it was her turn to
speak, Pearsall quoted Bible
passages. She said she was
ready to accept her punish-

ment. 
“I want to apologize to De-

troit Public Schools students,”
she said. “Proverbs 26:27 says
if you dig a pit, you’re going to
fall into it. ... 

“It’s not anybody’s fault but
mine. It’s not Norman Shy’s
fault. ... I am an intelligent la-
dy who made a mistake.”

Roberts ordered Pearsall,
who faced a possible prison
sentence of 30-37 months af-
ter cooperating in the case, to
pay $50,000 in restitution and
undergo a year of supervised
release. She also ordered her
to undergo treatment for a
gambling addiction and
barred her from entering casi-
nos. 

Earlier in the day, James
Hearn, the former principal at
Marcus Garvey Academy,
was sentenced to 10 months
behind bars followed by a year
of supervised release. He was
ordered to pay $11,500 in resti-
tution. He had faced 11-14
months in prison after cooper-
ating with prosecutors. 

“His behavior was com-
pletely out of character for
this 51-year-old man,” Hearn’s
attorney, Jeff Cojocar, said.
“But he accepts full responsi-
bility.”

Shy pleaded guilty in May

to billing the school district
for supplies that were never
delivered, with the help of 12
principals and one assistant
superintendent who approved
his phony invoices in ex-
change for kickbacks. 

The 74-year-old former
vendor was sentenced last
week to five years in prison.
He was also ordered to pay
$2.7 million in restitution to
the school district and $51,667
in back taxes to the Internal
Revenue Service.

All the other people who
have been charged in the
scheme, except for one, have
pleaded guilty. 

The last sentencing hear-
ing is on Oct. 5, for Beverly
Campbell, the former princi-
pal at Greenfield Union Ele-
mentary/Middle School. 

The only defendant not to
plead guilty is Josette Buen-
dia, the former principal at
Bennett Elementary School.
She is charged with accepting
$45,775 in kickbacks from
Shy. Her case is scheduled for
trial in December.

Contact Ann Zaniewski:
313-222-6594, azaniewski
@freepress.com or on Twitter:
@AnnZaniewski

Judge uses ex-principals to send message 
Prison, payback follow
Detroit school scheme
By Ann Zaniewski
Detroit Free Press 
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Willye Pearsall, from Thurgood
Marshall Elementary, said she was
ready to accept her punishment.
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James Hearn, from Marcus Garvey,
acted out of character, but takes
responsibility, his lawyer said. 
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Clara Smith, from Thirkell Elemen-
tary-Middle, said despite her act-
ions, she knows right from wrong.


