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Via email:  gricelac@gmail.com   


Gricel Alfonso
Environmental Communication (CITMA)


Re:	Draft Proposal for ACOEL Fellows to Provide Pro Bono Environmental Law Services As May Be Requested on Behalf of the Cuban People 


Estimado Senora Alfonso:

Thank you for meeting informally with our delegation from the American College of Environmental Lawyers (“ACOEL”) during our visit to Cuba September 6-10, 2016.  As we discussed, we are eager to explore the possibility of ACOEL Fellows providing pro bono environmental law services as may be requested on behalf of the Cuban people and certain institutions or environmental agencies in Cuba.

The ACOEL is a not-for-profit professional association of attorneys  throughout the United States practicing in the field of environmental law.  ACOEL Fellows have specialized practices in all fields of environmental law including American and international facility sitings, facility closure, land development,  raw material sourcing, alternative raw material identification, raw material quality control, safe manufacturing, product quality control, product labeling, product warning, adverse reaction evaluation and response, product recalls, waste disposal, environmental and natural resource protection, contamination investigation, contamination remedial alternatives, contamination remediation management, environmental health, education and safety systems, threatened and endangered species, and more.  Membership as a Fellow in the ACOEL is by invitation only to highly respected members of the environmental bar.   The ACOEL strives to admit Fellows who are dedicated to improving the responsible and effective practice of environmental law within the United States and internationally.  ACOEL Fellows have worked cooperatively with local partners to provide these services in China, and are actively working to provide services to groups in eastern and southern Africa as well as Haiti. Fellows eligible for admission into the ACOEL are evaluated on the basis of a substantial and prestigious career in private practice, academia and/or government.  Of the thousands of environmental lawyers in the United States, less than 250 have been admitted as Fellows of the ACOEL. 

The ACOEL offers to facilitate the provision of pro bono services on the following basis.  A Memorandum of Understanding (see enclosed draft) would be executed between the College and a client, a Cuban environmental governmental agency or a not-for-profit group.  The ACOEL and the agency or group would then discuss the extent to which the agency or group requests environmental pro bono services.  The agency or group would then send the ACOEL pro bono administrator specific descriptions of the service projects requested.  The ACOEL administrator would circulate the descriptions to all Fellows of the College.  Fellows would then express their interest in specific projects.  The curricula vitae of the interested Fellows would be forwarded to the requesting agency or group in Cuba. The requesting agency or group would select the Fellow or Fellows they desire for the work.  The agency or requesting group and the individual Fellow or Fellows would negotiate the parameters of the professional relationship. 

There would be no charge by the Fellow or Fellows for the legal services rendered and no fee for the ACOEL’s assistance in facilitating the work.  The ACOEL requests only that the Cuban client agency or group offer to pay coach air fare and reasonable expenses for any Fellow it asks to travel to Cuba as part of the pro bono work.  There would be no professional relationship between the ACOEL itself and the Cuban client agency because, as an association, the ACOEL cannot be, and is not, licensed to practice under American law.  The professional relationship would be solely between the individual Fellow or Fellows and the Cuban client agency or group. 

The ACOEL is interested in pursuing discussions with you on whether we can be of service to your agency or organization and the Cuban people.  Please let us know if you are equally interested in such discussions.  We will then gladly arrange for an international teleconference on one of our bridge lines to pursue this subject.

Thank you for your interest in the ACOEL.

Sinceramente,
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	David B. Farer, President
	James A. Bruen, President-Elect
Chair, Cuba Working Group






cc: Mary Ellen Ternes, In-coming Secretary of the American College of 
      Environmental Lawyers
	   Eileen Millett, In-coming Regent of the American College of Environmental   
      Lawyers
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